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A Special Friendship  
Built on the Number “8”
Some friendships grow from shared interests, mutual work, or simply a warm smile 
every day. In the case of Danny and Elizabeth, it all began with the number 8.

Danny, one of our valued clients who shreds confidential materials for the 
Dane County District Attorney’s office, has an amazing eye for spotting his 
favorite number. Whether it’s finding an 8 on license plates during his walk 
into the building, noticing office numbers or signs as he picks up shredding, or 
discovering hidden 8’s in the marble walls of the City County Building, Danny 
rarely misses one.

Elizabeth, who also works in the City County Building, has always appreciated 
Danny’s friendly “hello,” big smile, and his dedication to his work. So, when she 
learned about his passion for the number 8, she decided to surprise him with a 
number “8” bracelet. Danny was absolutely thrilled!

Thank you, Danny, for making work fun for all of us! “That’s pretty sweet!” as 
Danny would say.

 Danny & Elizabeth pose next to the City County Building marble wall –  
a favorite stop along the way to Danny’s office. 

Celebrating 
35 Years with 
Candy Knick!
It’s not often that an organization 
is lucky enough to have such a 
qualified, compassionate, and 
absolutely wonderful employee 
on their team for nearly its entire 
history — but for the past 35 years, 
Community Work Services has 
been incredibly fortunate to have 
someone like Cathleen (Candy) 
Knick, do just that!

Candy’s contributions have been 
invaluable. Over the years, she’s 
built lasting relationships with our 
clients and their families by helping 
our clients be successful at their 
places of employment, played a 
key role in developing new job sites, 
ensured that our existing job sites 
run smoothly and efficiently, and 
so much more. And as a manager, 
Candy has trained countless team 
members — it’s safe to say that 
every single one of us has learned a 
thing or two from her!

Candy, on behalf of all our 
clients, families, employers, and 
staff — thank you for dedicating 
your career to Community Work 
Services. We are beyond grateful 
for the impact you’ve had on our 
lives and for all you continue to do 
for this community!

 Daniel was thrilled to give Candy a 
card he made just for her.
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A huge year for Nancy
2024 was a huge year for one CWS client, Nancy Dornfeld.  
She celebrated not one, but two big job anniversaries! 

In April of 2024, she celebrated her 30-year anniversary with the Dane 
County Juvenile Detention Center. She started her career with Juvenile 
Detention in April of 1994 and has been an uplifting and committed 
team member ever since! 

Fast forward to October of 2024, and she celebrated an even bigger 
milestone, her 35-year anniversary with the Dane County Department 
of Human Services Facilities Management! She was one of the first 
supported workers at DCHS back in October of 1989 and is well known 
amongst many in the community for her work ethic and for always 
bringing a smile to everyone she crosses paths with. When asked if she 
was ready to retire, she made sure to make it known that her answer 
was a strong “No!” So, with that being said, here’s to celebrating one 
devoted, proud, and enthusiastic woman, Nancy Dornfeld!  

35 years at the Department of Corrections 
for Jack Koch! 

This year, the Department of Corrections had a very special reason to celebrate — the 
incredible 35-year work anniversary of one of our cherished CWS clients, Jack Koch.

For three and a half decades, Jack has been a familiar and friendly face around 
the building, making deliveries on his daily mail run. But Jack’s contributions go 
far beyond that. Whether it’s filing and sorting documents, restocking the printers 
with paper, or assisting with mailings, Jack approaches every task with care and 
dedication.

If you need directions to a co-worker’s desk, help finding a conference room, 
someone to join you for lunch, or even a bit of history about DOC before its move to 
East Washington Ave., Jack is your guy! His knowledge and kind nature make him a 
valuable part of the team.

Jack loves his work, his co-workers, and his job — and it truly shows. It’s no surprise 
that over 35 years, he’s built so many friendships, past and present.

Congratulations Jack, on 35 years of outstanding 
service — keep up the great work!!! 

  (upper left) Jack poses with two of his direct supervisors, Tonja Hesselberg and Kyle 
Ebel. (left) Jack was presented with a Service Award by the Assistant Deputy Secretary of 
the Department of Corrections, Kari Beier.
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2024/2025 Campaign Donors
All of us at Community Work Services continue to be grateful for and touched by the outpouring  
of support we have received from our friends, families and supporters!

Your generosity has been, and will continue to be, vital in allowing us to fulfill our mission of 
enhancing lives through work.  As always, you have our heartfelt thanks and appreciation.  We 
couldn’t do it without you!

We’d also like to thank our many donors who wished to remain anonymous.

Carmen Alcalde

Frank Alfano

Carl & SuAnne Alessandro

Karla & Joe Anderegg

Lisa Armstrong

Mary Banovetz

Darrell & Michelle Behnke

Palmer & Charlotte Bell

Norman & Barbara Berven

Jasoda Bhagwandin

Dora Brand

Lynn Breedlove 

John & Mary Brigham

Martha Brigham

Marcella Marcie Brost

Becky Buchda

Jean Casey

Mr. David Franklin Cobb

Frank Cullen

Levi & Sarah Cutler 

Robert Dann

Patrick Deethardt

Janeen Doleschal & the John 
& Kathleen Schneider Family 
Foundation

Deborah Dunham

Glenn, Sheri & Blake Edison

Jane Eisner Fund as a 
component fund at Madison 
Community Foundation 

Arnie & Diane Evensen

Kadry & Reem Ezalarab

Maha Ezalarab 

April Falk

Janet Ferris

Leonard Filut

John Franz

Susan Fuszard

Rebecca Glenberg

Stacy Graff

Thomas & Ruth Ann Grantham

Dianne Greenley

Pamela Slaght & Sandra Grote

Ms. Jennifer Gulig Klippel

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Gunderson

Bob Hagenow

Ms. Monica L. Hale

Judy & Elsie Ham

Mr. Paul D. Harrison

John Helf

Katherine A Henzler-Wildman

Tom Hirsch & Family

Marilyn Hughes 

Karen & John Icke

Mr. Axel E. Junker

Kim Kapugi - On-site 
Environmental Services, Inc. 

Anne & Paul Karch

Barbara Katz

David & Kari Klade

Judith M Kleinmaier

Kate & Gerhard Kraske

Audrey Larson

John Litweiler

Mariel Lund

Howard Mandeville

Jason & Julie Mascitti

John & Sally Mather

Marilyn Maurer

Ronald McKinley

Daniel & Beth McLain

Clete & Annette Minter

Mr. Bradley J. Motl

Abby Munn

Dorothea Murphy

Mary & Charlie Mussey

Paul Nelson

Nancy Obrien

Debrah Olsen

Peg Olsen

Shaun Orourke

Jean Parks

Mark & Connie Pelton

Ms. Sharon Raimondo

Bob & Renee Ramsdell

Denise M. Ratterman

Barbara J. Reinke

Celeste Robins

Joanne Lindsey Rowe

Wendy Rubenbauer

Charles & Gail Sabean

Jennifer Schienle

Pamela K. Schmid

Dr. Patrick Schwarz of Creative 
Culture Consulting LLC

Kayla Schween

Frank & Georgia Selden

Maggie, Kathy & Kurt Siegel

Dave & Sue Shea

Betsy Shiraga

Carole Shiraga

Susan Shiraga

John & Jackie Sliter

Nancy J. Spoerry

Sherri Steinhauer

Betty & Brenda Sundbakken

David Sugar

Sally Sweeney

William Szmanda

Ms. Sharlene B. Tebeest

JoAnn Terasa

Christine Tomas

Alice Udvari-Solner

Mr. Andrew John Waclawik

Janice A Weatherhogg

John & Lucille Winters

Mike & Pat Zapp

Cynthia Zellers

Eileen Ahearn & Mark Kliewer

Elise Gold & Bradley Hughes

Terri Johnson & Roy Froemming

Kim Kessler & Rick Mundt

Tara McAweeney  
& Kirtt Godager

Deane Mosher & Fran Fogerty

Jean Roberts & John Voegeli

Sharon Schmid & Jeff Luthanen

Sharon Shiraga  
& Bruce Waldman

Mark Sweet  
& Timothy Schmelzer

William Waller & Jason Stock

Randall Wilkins  
& Dianne Sattinger

Fox & Fox

Jacobson & Schmitt Advisors

Kathy Rolling, John & Janet 
VanDenWymelenberg 
Foundation

Local 311 Charitable Trust

Park Towne Development Corp.

Thrivent  

Thrivent Choice Funds

TRICOR Insurance 

Gifts for Employer  
Recognition Event

Gifts in honor of Jenna Hughes

Gift in honor of Kim Kessler  
& Betsy Shiraga

Gift in honor of Roger E. Markus

Gifts in memory of Dora Brand

Gifts in memory of Lynn Hirsch

Gift in memory of Karen Klade

Gift in memory of Bob McCann

Gift in memory of JoAnn Sams



4

Employee  
of the Month! 
Justin Cain, a CWS client who works for the City of Madison Fleet 
Service won a very special award this year – Employee of the 
Month! Way to go, Justin!!!

Justin works very hard cleaning several areas around the Fleet 
building, and like his supervisor, Rachel Darken said, he’s happy to 
do so! Rachel said Justin was nominated for this award for regularly 
covering his job and even happy to pitch in with additional respon-
sibilities if co-workers are unable to, “without complaint.” She also 
said, “Justin is here every day with a smile and a kind hello, and we 
really appreciate that.” Thank you for the recognition, Rachel, and 
CONGRATS on your award, Justin! Keep up the great work! 

Justin proudly poses with his “Employee of the Month” certificate.  

Honoring  
Dora’s Legacy
We are incredibly grateful to share that Dora Brand, a strong advocate for 
people with disabilities and a true visionary, left a very generous legacy gift to 
Community Work Services, Inc. Dora was not only a wonderful mother, but also 
a smart, forward-thinking woman with a fantastic sense of humor — qualities 
that live on in her daughter, Barbara Brand. 

Her commitment to making the world a better place will continue  
to inspire our work every day, and we are honored to help carry  
her legacy into the future.
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Community  
Work Services  
Board of 
Directors 

President

Mary Kay Mussey

Treasurer

Paul Karch

Vice President/Secretary

Eileen Ahearn

Other Members
Paul Harrison 
Randy Sarver 
Lorene Seman 
Alice Udvari-Solner

Volunteer -  
Be a friend!
Are you interested or know 
of anyone who would 
be interested in being a 
volunteer for one of our 
clients? Check out our 
volunteer opportunities at: 
www.volunteeryourtime.
org or call Jeri Murray at 
Community Work Services: 
608.233.0115.

Would You Like  
to Support Our Mission?  
Scan Below!

With Gratitude
A huge thank-you to Kip, Shelly, and Loren for their thoughtful donation of 
wet wipes to Community Work Services! When Shelly learned how practical 
and appreciated this item is, she went a step further and added wipes to her 
shopping list as an ongoing gift. Now we can distribute them amongst all of our 
job sites! Your generosity helps us keep our spaces clean, stocked, and ready for 
the work we love. We are so extremely grateful—thank you to all 3 of you!



Our mission…
Community Work Services is guided by the belief that all people have value and 
that supporting individuals with disabilities to actively participate in all aspects of 
community life results in a more diverse, compassionate, and stronger community 
for everyone.

With that as a foundation, the agency works in partnership with employers to make 
a positive difference in the lives of the people we support by helping them find and 
keep individually meaningful community jobs.

Are you a member of Thrivent Financial  
who is eligible to direct Thrivent Choice Dollars?   
If so, consider choosing Community Work Services  
as a recipient.

1402 Greenway Cross #200 
Madison, WI 53713

To learn more about Community Work Services, 

please visit our website at www.cwsmadison.com


